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(54) Electrosurgical Device for Generation of an Electric Arc 

(57) The invention concerns an electrosurgical device for contactless 

surface coagulation of biological tissue by means of a high-frequency cutting 
electrode 12. An aerosol jet 20 that emerges from the distal end 13 of the 
instrument housing 11 is formed in a tubular instrument housing 11 to create 
an ionized zone for facilitated electric arc formation. 



Specification 

The invention concerns a method according to the principal clause of patent claim 1 
and an electrosurgical device according to the principal clause of Claim 7. 

There is often a requirement in biological tissue with substantial blood supply to 
coagulate tissue surfaces in contactless and uniform fashion using high-frequency surgery. 
This is conventionally accomplished with so-called spray coagulation at high frequency 
voltages in the range of a kilovolt A shortcoming of this conventional technique is the 
irregularity of the electric arc region and the hazard of carbonizing the tissue surface. 

An improvement is achieved owing to the fact that an ionization bath was created by 
blowing a noble gas, for example, argon, which contributed to improvement of uniformity 
during coagulation of tissue surfaces. This type of method is described, for example, in EP 0 
353 177 A 1. A shortcoming of this method is the use of fairly costly noble gas, which is 
often not available in clinics. 

The object of the present invention is to devise a method and device of the generic 
type mentioned in the introduction, by means of which an ionization path is made available 
in the region of the active electrode with simpler means. 

The features of patent claims 1 and 7 are prescribed to solve this task. 

The idea underlying the invention is that an ionization path is also possible with 
media other than noble gases. Generation of an aerosol from a low-percentage NaCl solution 
has turned out to be advantageous here. Combination of high frequency on the active 
electrode of an electrosurgical device with an NaCl solution is certainly known, but this has 
not been used thus far to prevent adhesion of the electrode to biological tissue. In contrast, 
an aerosol according to the invention is rinsed or blown around the electrode with a certain 
rinsing pressure of, say, 3.5 bar so that an ionization cone with defined dimensions is 
formed. 

The use of available media, for example, distilled water, C0 2 , NaCl solution, uniform 
coagulation of the biological tissue in a strictly delimited surface, a limited hazard of 
carbonization, cooling of the electrode, no otherwise ordinary smoke formation and no odor 
formation by burning of tissue emerge as positive effects of the method according to the 
invention. 
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Advantageous variants of the method according to the invention are characterized by 
Claims 2 to 6 and advantageous variants of the device according to the invention are 
characterized by Claims 8 to 10. 

The invention is described below as an example with reference to the drawing; in the 

drawing 

Figure 1 shows a schematic section of a variant (purely as an example) of an 
electrosurgical device according to the invention for production of an aerosol jet around a 
high-frequency surgical electrode. 

A high-frequency surgical cutting electrode 12 is coaxially arranged in a hollow 
cylindrical instrument housing 11 that can be grasped by the hand of the user, this electrode 
being recessed slightly opposite the distal open end 13 of the tubular instrument housing 11 
and connected to a feed line 12% which (surrounded by insulation 14) extends backward with 
spacing on all sides from the inside wall of the tubular instrument housing 11, where a high- 
frequency connection 15 is provided in the region of the proximal end on the side, to which 
an appropriate high-frequency voltage produced by a high-frequency generator (not shown) 
can be connected. The corresponding neutral electrode is arranged on an appropriate site of 
the patients body. The distal region of the instrument housing 11 consisting otherwise of 
metal is produced from an insulating material 11' that extends backward above insulation 14 
of feed line 12'. 

The feed line 12' with insulation 14 is secured by appropriate mounts 16 preferably 
coaxially within the instrument housing 11. The individual mounts 16 are each arranged 
over the periphery around insulation 14 with a spacing so that an adequately dimensioned 
flow passage is present between them in the axial direction. 

On the proximal end of the instrument housing 11 two feed tubes 17, 18 are 
introduced laterally or axially into the interior of instrument housing 11. A line is connected 
to tube 17, by means of which a 0.9% NaCl solution is supplied. The axially introduced tube 
18 is connected to a compressed air connection so that it can be exposed to compressed air as 
carrier gas. 

The tubes 17, 18 within the cavity 19 of instrument housing 11 have openings 20, 21 
through which the NaCl solution or air can be forced into the interior 19 so that atomization 
of the NaCl solution occurs, i.e., formation of an aerosol 20, which, because of the pressure 
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buildup, flows through tube 18 in the direction of the arrow through the instrument housing 
11 toward the distal end 13 and emerges there as a conically expanding aerosol bundle or 
aerosol jet 22', which thus surrounds the tip of the cutting electrode 12 and the biological 
tissue being coagulated by it The aerosol is ionized by the high voltage of the cutting 
electrode 12 and an ionized zone is thus formed between the cutting electrode 12 and the 
biological tissue, on which a particularly uniform and thus also particularly easily localizable 
electric arc is then formed 

The compressed air feed tube 18 is introduced axially into the interior of the 
instrument housing 11 far enough so that the outlet nozzle 20 is situated directly above and 
slightly behind the crosswise running outlet nozzle 21 of the liquid feed tube 17. In this 
fashion the air flowing over the outlet nozzle 21 absorbs moisture from the tube 17 and 
atomizes it simultaneously to form aerosol 22. 

Instead of the atomization device formed by tubes 17, 18, an ultrasonic atomizer 
could also be provided on or in the instrument housing 11 or at a distance from it In the 
latter case the ultrasonic atomizer would be connected to the interior of the instrument 
housing 11 via an aerosol feed tube. 

Claims 

1 . Method for con tactless surface coagulation of biological tissue by means of an 
electric arc, which is produced by the high voltage generated by a high-frequency generator 
on a high-frequency surgical instrument, characterized by the fact that to create an ionized 
zone for facilitated electric arc formation, an aerosol jet formed using a liquid and a carrier 
gas is fed into the region where the electric arc is to be formed and where an electrode 12 
connected to a high-frequency voltage is situated. 

2. Method according to Claim 1, characterized by the fact that ions, for example, 
NaCl or KI are mixed with the aerosol jet to improve conductivity. 

3. Method according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized by the fact that the aerosol 
jet is formed by a 0.9% solution. 

4. Method according to one of the preceding Claims, characterized by the fact 
that the aerosol is generated according to the atomizer principle and especially by an 
atomizer designed as a gasifier. 
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5. Method according to one of the Claims 1 to 3, characterized by the fact that 
the aerosol is generated by an ultrasonic atomizer. 

6. Method according to one of the preceding Claims, characterized by the fact 
that air and/or carbon dioxide and/or nitrogen is used as carrier gas to form the aerosol, i.e., 
for atoraization of the liquid contained in the aerosol, in which the preliminary pressure of 
the carrier gas is preferably adjustable. 

7. Electrosurgical device with an active electrode (12) connectable to a high- 
frequency voltage generated by a high-frequency generator and a neutral electrode to 
produce an electric arc in the biological tissue for the purpose of contactless surface 
coagulation, especially to perform the method according to one of the Claims 1 to 6, 
characterized by the fact that it has an aerosol jet formation component (17, 18, 19), which 
supplies an aerosol jet formed using a carrier gas and a liquid into the region around the 
active electrode (12) where the electric arc is to be formed. 

8. Device according to Claim 7, characterized by the fact that the aerosol jet 
generation component has an atomizer channel (19) with an outlet nozzle (13) and/or that the 
aerosol jet generation component includes an ultrasonic atomizer that is optionally arranged 
in the handle (11) or outside of the handle and connected via a tube connection to the handle 
(1 1) and/or that the active high-frequency electrode (12) is preferably arranged in the center 
of the atomizer or ultrasonic atomizer channel (19) and/or that the atomizer-sprayer- 
electrode arrangement is accommodated in the same handle (1 1), in which the high- 
frequency connection (15) and the carrier gas-liquid connection (17, 18) are also provided on 
handle (11). 

9. Device according to Claim 7 or 8, characterized by the fact that the active 
electrode (12) is slightly recessed opposite the outlet nozzle (13) of the instrument housing 
(1 1) and/or that the active electrode (12) is designed needle- or rod-shaped and/or that the 
distal region of the instrument housing (11) consists of an insulation material (11'). 

10. Device according to one of the Claims 7 to 9, characterized by the fact that 
the active electrode (12) is connected to a high-frequency feed line (12') extending 
lengthwise in the instrument housing (1 1), which is surrounded by insulation (14) and/or that 
insulating spacers (16) are preferably arranged between the feed line (12') to the active 
electrode (12) or the insulation (14) of the feed line (12') and the inside wall of the 
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instrument housing (1 1) so that sufficient room for axial passage of the aerosol is present 
between spacers (16) arranged at a specific axial site of the instrument housing (1 1). 
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